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Amendments to Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of moderating traffic load on network servers in a network 
where electronic mail is retained for retiieval from at least one mail server, the method 
comprising: 

permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through a proxy server to the mail 
server; and 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predetermined condition has been satisfie d, wherein delavinp subsequent ma il requests is 
achieved by inserting multiple delays that are inserted at different points in a mail 
protocoL 

2. (Oiiginal) The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined condition is a predetei-mined 
period of time. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined period of time is dynamically 
determined based on the amount of traffic load on the network, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined pci'iod of time is dynamically 
determined based on past behavior of the mail client. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method of moderating traffic load on network sei vers in a network 
whei'e electronic mail is retained for retrieval from at least one mail server, the method 
comprising: 

permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through a proxy server to the mail 
server; 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predeterradned condition has been satisfied, wherein the predetermined condition is a 
predetermined period of time that is dynamically determined based on past behavior of 
the mail client; and 

transmitting a message to the mail client pix>viding information that the tnail client*s mail 
requests will be delayed as a result of the rnail client's past behavior. 

6. (Oiiginal) The method of claim 5, wherein transmitting a message comprises providing 
instructions on how to modify mail client software, 

Atty. Docket No. 2585-007 -2- 

PAGE 318 ' RCVD AT 2/15/2007 11:07:05 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0{FXRF-1/S * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:703 391 2901 ' DURATION ([nni-s$):02-52 



RMSU 



Fax:703-391-2901 



Feb 15 2007 11:08 P,04 



Appl. No. 09/548,308 

Reply Dated February IS, 2007 

Reply to Notice Mailed February 8, 2007 

7. (Oi-iginal) The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined condition is a combination of a 
predetermined time period and receipt of a notification from the mail servei' that mail has been 
received for the mail client at the mail server, whichever occurs first 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the predetermined period of time is dynamically 
determined based on the amount of traffic load on the network. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the predetermined period of time is dynamically 
determined based on past behavior of ±e mail client. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method of moderating traffic load on network servers in a network 
where electronic mail is retained for retrieval from at least one mail server, the method 
comprising: 

permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through a proxy server to the mail 
server; 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predetermined condition has been satisfied, wherein the predetermined condition is a 
combination of a predetennined time period and receipt of a notification from the mail 
sei-ver that mail has been received for the mail client at the mail server, whichevei' occui's 
first, and wherein the predetermined period of time is dynamically determined based on 
past behavior of the mail client; and 

transmitting a message to the mail client providing information that the mail client *s tnail 
requests will be delayed as a result of the mail client's past behavior. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l^ A method of modoi-atiTig traffic load nn 
network server q in a n e t\voi'k wharo oloctronio mail is r e tain e d for retrieval from at l e ast one mail 
aei'vorj th e method cornprisin g: 

p e i-mitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through a proxy server to the ma ii 
send e r; and 

d e laying subsequent mail requests for thg mail cli e nt at the proxy s e rver until - a 
prcdc iui min e d condition ha$ been satisfied^ 

wha-ein delaying subsequent mail requests includ e a comprises attenuating transmission 
of the subsequent mail requests. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , A method of moderating trnffic Innd oti 
nfgtwork oer^^a in a network wher e el e ctronic mail is r e tained for retri e val from at l e aat one mail 
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server, the method compn'sing t- 

permitting a mail r e qu es t for a imil client to poag through a proxy flci-ver to tha mail 
aeiw^ and 

de laying auba e qu e nt mail roqucata for - th e mail olicnt at the proxy server until a 
pr e determin e d condition hun be e n satigficd '- 

whei-ein delaying subsequent mail requests is suspended in the event it is deteimined that 
a user is nnanually initiating rapidly repeated mail requests. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Cuirentiy Amended) A proxy semper for use in a network whei'e electronic mail is retained 
for retrieval from at least one mail server, the proxy server coir5)rising: 

a processor, and 

a memory including software instructions adapted to enable the proxy server to perform 
the steps of: 

permitting a mail request for a mail cUent to pass through the proxy server to the mail 
server; and 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predetermined condition has been satisfie d wherein delaving subseq ue nt mail req uests is 
achieved by inserting muhtple delays fh at arc inserted at different points in a mail 
protocgl . 

15. (Original) The proxy server of claim 14, wherein the predeteiinined condition is a 
predetermined period of time. 

16. (Original) The proxy servei' of claim 1 5, wherein the predetermined period of time is 
dynamically determined based on the amount of traffic load on the network. 

17. (Original) The proxy server of claim 15, wherein the predetermined period of time is 
dynamically determined based on past behavior of the mail client. 

18. (Previously Presented) A proxy server for use in a network where electronic mail is retained 
for retrieval from at least one mail server, the proxy server comprising: 

a processor, and 

a memory including software instructions adapted to enable the proxy server to perform 
the steps of 

permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through the proxy server to the mail 
Atty. Docket No. 2585-007 .4. 
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SCTver; 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predetermined condition has been satisfied, whei^ein the predetennined cot)dition is a 
predetermined period of time that is dynamically deteraiined based on past behavior of 
the mail client; and 

transmitting a message to the mail client providing information that the mail cltent*s mail 
requests will be delayed as a result of the mail client's past behavior. 

19. (Original) The proxy server of claim 14, whei^ein the predetermined condition is a 
combination of a predetermined time period and receipt of a notification from the mail server 
that mail has been received for the mail client at the mail seiner, whichever occurs first. 

20. (Oi-iginal) The proxy server of claim 17, wherein the prcdeteniiined period of time is 
dynamically determined based on the amount of traffic load on the network, 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A-T3ig_proxy serve r of claim 14 for nnn in n nnn^ r ndr ivlmvp p U r ttrr^mV 
mail jg rotalncd for rctii e vol from at le as t on e moil gorvcr, the proxy^ pcrvGr comprising : 

a procQssor, and 

g memory including poft^vare inatructtons odaptod to cnofalo the projc)^ sor^^cr to perfoim 
th e steps ofi - 

p e rmitting g moil roqucst for g mail client to poas through th e proxy scr^nsr to the ma rt 
geiTer; and 

delaying subsequent mail r e quests for the mail clients th e pi-oxy ^e rv e r until a 
predeterm i n e d condition hoa been aatisfiod) 

wherein delaying subsequent mail requests is suspended in the event it is determined that 
a user is manually initiating rapidly repeated mail requests. 

24. (Canceled) 

24. (Previously Presented) A proxy servei* for use in a network where electronic mail is retained 
for retrieval from at least one mail sei-ver, the proxy server coxi^jrising: 
a processor, and 

a memory including softwai'c instructions adapted to enable the proxy seiver to perform 
the steps of 
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permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through the proxy sei-ver to the mail 
servei'; and 

delaying subsequent mail requests for the mail client at the proxy server until a 
predetermined condition has been satisfied; 

wherein delaying subsequent mail requests is achieved by inserting multiple delays that 

are inserted at diffei-ent points in a mail protocol. 
15, (Previously Presented) A-The proxy s ei've rjif claim H for uso jB-arae tw o rk whcro olnntmnir 
moil is retained for retrieval from at l e oi i t one mail s e r^ f gr, the proxy aen r ^or comprifling: 

a proc e aaor, and 

a memoi-y including gpftwor e inatructionD adapted to enable the proxy ser\^ e r to perform 

p e rmitting a mail request for a moil client to pass through t he projy scrwr - to th e mail 
aei-\ror; and 

delvi ng s ubs e quent mail r e quoats for th e mail cli e nt at tho proxy aervor until a 
prcdctcrm i nod condition has been satisfied; 

wherein delaying subsequent mail requests includes comprises attenuating transmission 

of the subsequent mail requests. 
26. (Original) A method of moderating traflSc load on networic servers in a network where 
electronic mail is retained for retrieval from at least one mail sei-ver, the method comprising: 

permitting a mail request for a mail client to pass through a proxy server to the raail 

server; 

applying remedial handling of subsequent mail requests for the rnail client at the proxy 

server until a predetermined condition has been satisfied, the remedial handling being 

selected from the group consisting of: delaying and attenuating; and 

transmitting a message to the mail client providing infonmtion that the mail client's mail 

requests will be delayed as a result of the mail client*s past behavior 

wherein the predetermined condition is a predetermined period of time that is 

dynamically determined based on past behavior of the mail client. 
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